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“Quo Vadis?” is a Latin phrase meaning “Where are you going?” it refers to a Christian tradition regarding St.
Peter. According to the apocryphal Acts of Peter, Peter is fleeing from likely crucifixion in Rome, and along the
gad outside the city, he encounters the risen Jesus. Peter asks Jesus, “Quo vadis?” Jesus replies “Romam vado
brum crucifigi (“1 am going to Rome to be crucified again”). St. Peter theréby gains the fortitude to return to the
city, to eventually be martyred by being crucified upside-down. The phrase also occurs a few times in the Latin
Llgate translation of the Holy Bible, notably in John 13:36 when Peter asks Jesus the same question, to which He
asponds, “Whither | go, thou canst not follow me now; but thou shalt follow me.” The Church of Domine Quo
adis in Rome is built where, according to tradition, the meeting between St. Peter and the risen Jesus Christ took
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This parish newsletter is called Quo Vadis for a reason: to ask the question of where you are going in life. is your
ife’s journey leading you towards Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ? St. Peter, at a pivotal moment in his life, when
e understandably felt like running away, found the courage to go where Jesus Christ would have him go. Where
re you going? Will you follow Jesus Christ?
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Rector’s Message

Christ is Risen! Indeed, He is Risen! We are now in the liturgical season known as “Paschaltide,” in which
e continue celebrating the Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ: Having liturgically experienced the Resurrection
f Christ on that Bright and Holy Day of Pascha, we bring the Good News of Risen Life to our forebears in-the
bmbs, singing joyfully that “Christ is Risen” at each grave in the cemetery on the Sunday of St. Thomas.

The Holy Apostle Thomas doubted that Christ was indeed risen, but when the Risen Lord appeared before
im, and invited- him-to put his finger in the nail prints and to put his hand into the wound in His side, his doubt
as dfspelled. He now knew with certainty that Christ is risen. Let us have no doubt that Christ is risen, and has
estowed the promise of risen life to us, for we have seen, through Liturgy, that Christ is risen.

Christ appears to us, in His:very Body and Blood, every time the Liturgy is celebrated, and thus every
Sunday throughout the year-is the “Lord’s Day,” a.never-ending Pascha of Our tord lJesus Christ. Through
spcramental life, and especially in the “Sacrament of Life,” that is, the Holy Eucharist, we participate-in the Light
and Life of the world, our Lord Jesus Christ, who has vanquished sin and death by His crucifixion and resurrection.
his sacramental life is a divine gift, a dispensation of the grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ, who promised His apostles
that He would send them a Comforter, or Advocate, a Spirit of Truth. :

in fulfillment of His promise, on the Day of Pentecost, fifty days after His glorious resurrection, the Holy
Ypirit descended upon the Apostles, filling them with grace and truth. And that same grace and truth given to the
Apostles remains with us to this very day, for apostolic grace fills the sacraménts, and apostohc truth fills the
grthodox preaching that we receive -from the one, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. Indeed, this is the gift of
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he Holy Spirit that Qur Lord Jesus Christ gave to us, a Church that is His Mystical Body, which He established at.the
“price of His Blood. This one, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church, the Church of the Apostles, is the vessel of grace
and all the spiritual gifts of grace — that was founded on the Day of Pentecost and which has abided to this day,
gnd the gates of Hell shall not prevail against it.
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it was that the Lord joined the two disciples as a companion on the way, and, to the sweeping away of all the
dlouds of our uncertainty, upbraided them with the slowness of their timorous hearts. Their enlightened hearts
datch the flame of faith, and lukewarm as they have been, are madelto burn while the Lord unfolds the Scriptures.
In the breaking of the bread also their eyes are opened at they eat with Him: how far more blessed is the opening
af their eyes, to whom the glorification of their nature is revealed, than that of our first parents, on' whom fell the
disastrous consequences of their transgression.

And in the course of these and other miracles, when the disciples were harassed by bewildering thoughts,
and the Lord had appeared in their midst, and said “Peace be unto you,” that what was passing through their
earts might not be their fixed opinion (for they‘t»h’ought they saw a spirit; not flesh), He refutes their thoughts so
iscordant with the Truth, offers to the doubters’ eyesthe marks of the cross that remained in His hands and feet,
and invites them to handle Him with careful scrutiny, because the traces of the nails and spear had been retained
tp heal the wounds of unbelieving hearts, so that not with wavering faith, but with most steadfast knowledge they
ight comprehend that the Nature which had been lain in the sepuicher was to sit on God the Father’s throne.
Accordingly, dearly-beloved, through this time which elapsed between the Lord’s Resurrection and
Akcension, God’s Providence had this in view, to teach and impress upon both eyes and hearts of His own people
:}rat the Lord Jesus Christ might be acknowledged to have as truly risen, as He was truly born, suffered, and died.
Ahd hence the most blessed Apostles and all the disciples, who had: been.both bewildered. at His. death. on the
:noss-and backward in believing His Resurrection, were so strengthened by the clearness of the truth that when
‘He Lord entered the heights of heaven, not only were they affected with no sadness, but were even filled with
imeat joy. And truly great and unspeakable was their cause for joy, when in the sight of the holy multitude; above
He dignity of all heavenly creatures, the Nature of mankind went up, to pass above the angels’” ranks and to rise
»e¢yond the archangels’ heights, and to have Its uplifting limited by no elevation until, received to sit with the
‘tlernal Father, It should be associated with the throne of His glory, to Whose Nature'it was united in the Son. Since
en Christ’s. Ascension is our uplifting, and the hope of the Body 'is raised, whither the glory of the Head has gone
fore, let us exult, dearly-beloved, with worthy joy and delight in the loyal paying of thanks. For today not. only
e we confirmed as possessors of paradise, but have also in_Christ penetrated the heights of heaven, and. have
ined stiil greater things through Christ’s unspeakable grace than we had lost through the devil’s malice.:For us,
hom our virulent enemy had driven out from the bliss of .our first abode, the Son-of God has made members of.

imself and placed at the right hand of the Father, with Whom he lives and reigns in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
iod.for ever and ever. Amen. :
t} Leo the Great, Pope of Rome, Sermon 73.
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i}VES of the Saints . | | :

Pelagia of Tarsus, Virgin Martyr — Commemorated on May 4"
St. Pelagia of Tarsus (in southeastern Anatolia) lived in the late third century, during the reign of Emperor
iocletian (284-305), and was the daughter of illustrious pagans. When she heard about Jesus Christ from her

ristian friends, she believed in Him and resolved to preserve her virginity, consecrating her whole life to the
nd. ) ’
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Emperor Diocletian’s heir, whom he adopted as-a boy, upon seeing the maiden Pelagia’s beauty, became
y lenamored with her that he-desired her for his wife. The holy virgin told the youth, however, that she was
rothed to Christ, the Immortal Bridegroom, and-had renounced earthly marriage: While her reply angered the
ng suitor, he decided to leave her in peace, hoping that she would change her mind. Around the same time,
slagia sought out Bishop Linus of Tarsus, who had fled to.a mountain during a persecution against Christians, so
she could be baptized by him. Having seen the face of the bishop in a dream, she embarked on a trip to visit
nurse who had raised her in childhood, and along the way happened upon: Bishop Linus, whom she
ithediately recognized, and fell at his feet, requesting baptism. At the bishop’s. prayers, a spring of water flowed
>m the ground, and during the sacrament of baptism, angels appeared. and covered the saint with a bright
aptle. After administering Holy Communion to the pious virgin, Bishop Linus offered a prayer of thanksgiving and
nt her on her.way. She then exchanged her expensive clothing for a simple whjte garment, and distributed her
'gsessions to the poor. Returning to her Servants, who had accompanied -her on the trip, she told them about .
rist and many were converted. N : ‘
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According to its founder and head, the Church will not be defeated even by “the gates of hell” (Mt. 16:18).

This means that the saving gifts obtained through life within the Church will be offered “until the end of the world”
1t. 28:20), when the kingdom of God will come in glory.

Although she. possesses God’s authority,- power and the fullness of Christ, the Church is not yet the

kingdom of glory; for it is not the Church herself, but the kingdom of God that is the ultimate goal of the divine
_plan of salvation. Therefore we ceaselessly pray, “Thy kingdom come!” (Lk. 11:2; Mt. 5:10). The earthly Church is
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Il a militant pilgrim in this world. She is growing as the house of the living God, as the body of Christ, striving for -
e measure and fullness of Christ in glory. She awaits the “new heaven” and the “new earth” — “the holy city, the
w'Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride for her husband” (Rev. 21:2).
Meanwhile, Scripture reminds us that the members of the Church can become lukewarm, “neither hot
r cold” (Rev. 3:15-16), and that they can stand under the‘Judgment of God (Rom. 2:2-5;14:10; 1 Cor. 4:5; 2 Cor.
10). The parable of the wheat and the tares clearly explains that the good and righteous will exist in the Church
pether with those who are evil. This condition will endure until the end of the world, when all will be judged
cording. to their life and works (Mt. 13:24-30, 36-43; cﬂ‘ Mt. 25:31-46). The kingdom of God is already here
hong-us, yet it is still to corie. It is both a present reality and a future hope.

The relationship of the Church to the kingdom of God is beautifully expressed by the author of the
Hache or Teaching of the Twelve Apostles (early second century). “Remember, O Lord, Thy Church. Preserve her

~ frgm all evil and make her perfect in Thy love. Gather the sanctified Church from the four corners of the earth into
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v kingdom, which Thou hast prepared for her.” (“Didache, or.Teaching of the Twelve Apostles,” in The Ante-
rene Fathers, vol. 7, 380). -

Evidence of this striving towards the kingdom of God i is most apparent in the sacrament of the Eucharist:
say to you,” Jesus declares to His disciples at the Last Supper ‘I will drink na more of the fruit of the vine until

that day when | drink it new in the kingdom of God” (Mk. 14:25; Lk. 22:16). In the Eucharist, the entire assembly of
-thé Church—including the prophets, apostles, martyrs and saints—“seems to ascend to heaven, elevated and lifted

up
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by Christ to His table in His Kingdom.” (Archpriest Alexander Schmemann, The Eucharist—Sacrament of the

~ The divine ‘power, life;-unity, and love of the kingdom of God i ispresentin the world; it is even “within”

(L. 17:21). Having founded His Church, Jesus Christ has now transferred the authority of the Kingdom of God to

Hig disciples-and apostles, in order to continue through them His work of salvation within the world: “| assign to

i, as my Father assngned to me, a Kingdom ...” (Lk. 22:29).
It seems appropnate to conclude this chapter on the relation of the Church to the Kxngdom of God with a

detinition taken from the writings of A. S. Pavlov: “For believers in Jesus Christ, the Church is the divine institution

dir

sctly founded by Christ Himself. in the Church and through the Church the reality of the Kingdom of God is

revealed to men on earth: In the Church the knowledge of God is preserved, while. gifts of grace and power are
given to the faithful for their spiritual growth, in order to bring theirown will into-harmony with the will of God,-for
the purpose of unity with God: in life eternal.” (Kurs tserkovnogo prava, 5).
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Archbishop Gregory Afonsky, Christ and the Church, pp. 37-40. To be continued.

ur Carpatho-Rusyn Heritage

‘The Eparchy of Eperjes (Presov)

On November 3, 1815 Emperor Francis Joseph | divided the Greek Catholic (Unlate) Eparchy of Munkacs,

thereby creating the new Eparchy of Eperjes (Presov). From documents recording comments by Bishop John
Dedamelis, in 1712, we find evidence that the Munkacs Eparchy extended from the Poprad to the Koros River.
Ungvar became the seat of the Munkacs Eparchy, where the bishop’s residence, cathedral, and seminary were
located. In 1773 a vicariate was established for Maramaros -and Szatmar counties, and in 1778 another vicariate,

with its seat in Kassa (Kosice) for Szepes, Saros, Gomor, Abauj, and Borsod counties and the northern part of
Zenpplen County. From the establishment of these vicariates stemmed the Government’s plans for the eventual
division of the Munkacs Eparchy. The establishment of the Eperjeb Eparchy was approved by Pope Pius VIl on
September 22, 1818. Around the same time, the Government severed twenty-seven parishes, with predominantly
Romanian membership, from the Munkacs Eparchy and joined them to the Nagy Varad Eparchy. ‘
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reform movement intended to impress the people with the beauty of the Greek Rite. - On May 11, 1947 Bishoy
Gojdics was granted an auxiliary bishop, Bishop Basil Hopko, for “the defense of the Greek Catholic Church.”

' After the Communist takeover of Czechoslovakia in 1948, the Greek Catholic Eparchy of Presov wa:
doomed. The new government refused to recognize the Greek Catholic Church, branding it an “enemy of the
people.” in 1949, Greek Catholic monasteries were handed over to Orthodox Archbishop Eleutherius Vorontsov of
- Priague, and Greek Catholic pubhcaﬂons were suppressed. On April 28, 1950 an assembly of about four thousanc
clergy and people; as reported by The Journal of the Moscow Patriarchate, unanimously passed resolutions tc
nyllify the Union of Ungvar, sever all ties with Rome, and petition the Patriarch of-Moscow to receive them unde
his ecclesiastical jurisdiction. A delegation was sent to inform Bishop Gojdics, which demanded the keys to hit
cathedral. Bishop Gojdics refused to surrender the keys; but Archbishop Eleutherius Vorontsov still took possessior
ofithe Presov Cathedral after it was forcibly stormed. The Czechoslovak Government considered the Uniate Churct
dissolved and transferred its properties to the Orthodox Church: Bishop Gojdics was arrested and put on trial ir
. Bratislava, and convicted. He spent the remainder of his earthly life imprisoned in the lllava-Leopold Prison, anc
died on July 17, 1960. He was beatified by Pope John Paul Il on November 4, 2001. Bishop Basil Hopko was alsc
arrested in 1950 and was sentenced to a fifteen year prison term in 1952. In 1968 the Presov Eparchy was restorec
arjd Bishop Hopko returned to Presov, but as a private citizen. He dled on-July 23,1976, and was beatlfled by Pope
John Paul }-on September 14, 2003.
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The Eparchy of Hajdudorog

The establishment uf the Eparchy of Hajdudorog was connected with the struggle for the recognition ot
Magyar as a liturgical language. Tacitly, Church authorities had tolerated the use of Magyar, in districts where
‘Greek Catholic: Hungarians lived, depending on the circumstances. ‘On the rationale that in the Greek Rite the use
of| the vernacular is permissible, a meeting was held in Hajdudorog on May 2, 1863 which resolved to petition al
cdncerned authorities that the Magyar language should be elevated to the rank of a liturgical language: Bishor
Joseph Szilagyi Papp of Nagy Varad responded by prohibiting the use of Magyar in the Makko parish, which for the
lohgest time had used the Magyar {anguage in the Divine Liturgy. On April 16, 1868 the parlshloners of the parist
_in Hajdudorog formed a committee with the express purpose of starting a movement to. establish a Magyar:
lahguage episcopal see for the Greek Rite faithful in Hungary. This committee’s efforts brought about the
‘agpointment, on September 17, 1873, of a Vicar of Hajdudorog for the Hunganan Greek Catholics (at the time
‘" Hajdudorog belonged to the Munkacs Eparchy). In 1896 a petition' was brought to the Bishop of Munkacs, the
Prince Primate of Hungary, and both-Houses of the Hungarian Parliament to establish a full eparchy for Greek-Rite
Hungarians. On September 2, 1896 the Holy See answered that it will not permit the use of the Magyar language ir
thie Divine Liturgy. In 1900, a Jubxlee year, one hundred eleven parishes joined a pxlgrlmage to Rome to petmon the
~ Pgpe for permission to use Magyar in the divine services.

It took some time, but a compromise was eventually worked out. In 1913 permission was granted to use
Greek instead of OId Slavonic in Hungarian Greek Catholic parishes, stipulating that Hungarians had three years ir
‘which to learn Greek and begin conducting the divine services in Greek. But with the onset of the First World War
in|order that the language issue would not become a political question, the Vatican decided that only the words o'
cgnsecration had to be said in Greek. On June 8, 1912 the decree “Christi: Fideles Graeci” announced the erectior
oflthe Greek Rite Hungarian Eparchy of Hajdudorog, and Stephen Miklossy was appointed its first bishop on Apri
1z, 1913. Initially the bishop’s residence was in Debrecen, but in September 1914 Bishop Miklossy transferred hi
residence to Nyiregyhaza. Bishop Miklossy died on October 30, 1937 and was succeeded by Bishop Michael Dudas
a Basilian, on March 25, 1939. Bishop Dudas also served as Apostolic Administrator of the Munkacs Eparchy ir
1943-1944, and as Apostolic Administrator of the Vicariate of Miskolcz in 1946. He died on Jjuly 21, 1972 and wa
byried in the Basilica of Mariapocs.. Despite the difficulties of war, Soviet occupation, and Commumst rule;. BIShOF
Duidas provided many years of able spiritual leadership to the Hungarian Greek Catholics.

. Pgraphrased from: John Slivka, The History of the Greek Rite Catholics in Pannonla, Hungary, Czechoslovakla, anc

Padkarpatska Rus’ 863-1949, pp. 140-160. To be continued.







- Schedule of Services and Evenrts

Mdy 3-4, 2014

6:00 PM — Great Vespers & General Confession
9:30 AM - Divine Liturgy
After Liturgy — Spaghetti Dinner

May 10-11, 2014

-6:0p PM — Great Vespers
9:3D AM - Divine Liturgy

May 18, 2014

9:3D AM - Divine Liturgy

- Daily Bible Readings

1. Acts 4:23-31 & John 5:24-30
2. Acts 5:1-11 & John 5:30-6:2
3. Acts 51.21-30 & John 6:14-27
4, Acts 6:1-7 & Mark 15:43-16:8
5. Acts 6:8-7:5, 47-60 & John 4:46-54
6. Acts 8:5-17 & John 6:27-32
7. Acts 8:18-25 & John 6:35-39
8. Acts 8:26-39 & John 6:40-44
"9. Acts 8:40-9:19 & John 6:48-54
10. Acts 9:20-31 & John 15:17-16:2
11. Acts 9:32-42 & John 5:1-15
12. Acts 10:1-16 & John 6:56-69
13. Acts 10:21-33 & John 7:1-13
14. Acts 14:6-18 & john 7:14-30
~15. Acts 10:34-43 & John 8:12-20
© 16. Acts 10:44-11:10 & John 8:21-30

May 21, 2014

7:30 PM — Carpathian Club Meeting

May 24-25, 2014

6:00 PM — Great Vespers
9:00 AM — Divine Liturgy

May 28-29, 2014

6:00 PM —~ Great Vespers w. Lity
9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy

17. Acts 12:1-11 & John 8:31-42

18. Acts 11:19-26, 29-30 & John 4:5-42
19: Acts 12:12-17 & John 8:42-51

20. Acts 12:25-13:12 & John 8:51-59
21. Acts 13:13-24 & John 6:5-14

22. Acts 14:20-27 & lohn 9:39-10:9

. 23. Acts 15:5-34 & John 10:17-28

24. Acts 15:35-41 & John 10:27-38
25. Acts 16:16-34 & John 9:1-38

26. Acts 17:1-15 & John LLATA57 , covvvsi i) fnsF -

27. Acts 17:19-28 & John 12:19-36
28. Acts 18:22-28 & John 12:36-47 .., .
29, Acts 1:1-12 & Luke 24:36-53° " '
30. Acts 19:1-8 & John 14:1-11

31. Acts 20:7-12 & John 14:10-21

* Sunday & Holy Day readings printed in boldface



